Taking a Pilgrimage to Canterbury

For this project, you will be working with another student to create an additional character to go along on the pilgrimage to Canterbury with the rest of the travelers.
This project has four parts.  It will be worth 140 points total.

1.  The research paper (40 points) 

2.  The prologue entry (40 points)

3.  The tale (40 points)

4.  The presentation (20 points)

The Research Paper:  

You will research an occupation, position or social status that would have been around during the times of The Canterbury Tales (1300’s).  You may not use any characters that are already in the book
In a one page typed,  MLA written paper you will describe your person, including what they did, what they wore, and who they were. You must use at least TWO different internet sources for this project as well as three quotes total, parenthetical citation and a works cited page.  YOU MAY NOT USE WIKIPEDIA AS ONE OF YOUR SOURCES.   YOU MAY NOT USE ANY INFORMATION FROM THE CANTERBURY TALES BOOK AS A SOURCE (this includes internet sources on the book).

You are researching actual occupations and positions in this portion of the project.  This is not fictional.  Your person must be approved by me before you can begin to write your prologue entry.  I will approve your person when you turn in your research paper. Your research paper must be turned into turnitin.com for credit. A receipt must accompany your hard copy when you turn it in to me in order for you to get credit for it.

The Prologue Entry:

After getting your character approved, you will be creating a prologue entry for your character.  It should be 15-20 lines of verse, must mention a specific occupation or status title and should be descriptive of the exact features and/or character of the person. It must be typed with the proper MLA heading and title, but may be written in “Chaucer style” with a font other than Times New Roman.  This will be fictionalized. This portion of the project does not need to be submitted to turnitin.com.
The Tale:

The tale should be 40-50 lines.  It should rhyme, but is should not sound like a rap. We are trying to imitate Chaucer’s style. Your tale must be typed with the proper MLA heading and title, but may be written in “Chaucer style” in a font other than Times New Roman. Remember, your character is telling the tale, it is not about your character.  You will be presenting your tale to the entire class.  Keep it appropriate in both content and language, please. Your tale must also be submitted to turnitin.com.  A receipt must accompany your hard copy when you turn it in to me.

The Presentation:

  For the presentation you will be presenting (not just reading) both the prologue entry and the tale. Everyone must present. Your presentation will be graded on your preparedness (not just reading the tale off of the paper), the effort you put into the presentation (“acting it out” accents, props) and how well you perform.  You must be here for the presentation in order to receive full credit.  If this is an issue, please contact me before the assignment is due.  You will not receive credit for the presentation if you are not here or have not spoken to me in advance.  
Grading Criteria:
To receive an “A” on this project, you must exceed all expectations and have no errors on either the presentation or the writing portions of this project.

To receive a “B” on this project, you must exceed expectations on both the writing and the presentation with minimal glitches.  This includes word choice, use of literary terms and maturity of the writing as well as “wowing me” with your presentation.

By just fulfilling the requirements of this project, you will get a “C”.  

By omitting a portion, not following the rules, or turning less that average work, you will receive a “D” or an “F”, depending on the quality of the work.

Due Dates:  

Research Paper:  Tuesday, 11/2
Prologue Entry: 11/2
Tale:  Thursday, 11/4
Presentations: Thursday, 11/4
